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Facts 

  Founded following recommendations made by EU officials at the EU 
Commission conference “Faster and More United” (DG RELEX), in 
November 2005 

  Established in 2006 by a small group of individuals and headquartered 
in Brussels 

  Not for profit association (Belgium ASBL) 

  Funded solely by annual membership fees 

  Staff work on a voluntary basis 

  Does not undertake commercial work 



Our Aims 

  Facilitate public-private dialogue on OSINT 

  Promote new thinking at the European policy level on the use of 
OSINT in national and regional security  

  Network and connect public and private sector actors working in 
European security, defence and intelligence sectors 

  Encourage public-private partnerships to create consortia that can 
bring forward new projects 

  Identify global best practices and encourage their uptake across the 
EU 
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Our Members 

  EU institutions and Agencies 

  International organizations 

  National defence, security and intelligence agencies 

  Private sector providers of intelligence  

  Technology developers 

  Universities, think tanks and research institutes 

  65% of members are from the public sector; 35% are from the private 
sector  



Activities 

Since September 2006, the EUROSINT Forum has: 

  Organized 11 working group meetings - between 20 - 50 participants each -  
and two annual conferences (100 participants): 

  Technological gaps 
  Training and best practices 
  Specific workshops ( “OSINT and counter-terrorism”, “OSINT and military/strategic 

intelligence”, “OSINT and critical infrastructures: maritime security” etc...) 
  Networking events – Annual Speed Dating in Brussels 

  Joined an FP7 security research project (VIRTUOSO) 

  Served as a “nest” for several projects between members (training, IT 
development, joint research) 
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The VIRTUOSO Project  

  Versatile InfoRmation Toolkit for end-Users oriented Open-Sources 
explOitation  

  The forthcoming VIRTUOSO Project demonstrates the EUROSINT 
Forum’s capacity for cooperation with governments 

  FP7 – Security research – Call 2 (2008) 

  Activity 10.3: Intelligent surveillance and enhancing border security 

  Topic SEC-2009.3.2.3 Exploitation of open source information in 
support of decision making processes 

www.eurosint.eu 



VIRTUOSO – Key Facts 

  Duration: 36 months 

  Coordinator : CEA (French atomic energy commission, public body) 

  A European consortium of 18 OSINT actors 

  An end-users Advisory Board (public sector) 

  Contract negotiation with EC: end of June 2009 

  Beginning: February 2010 

  EC co-financing: €8 million 
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VIRTUOSO – Project Overview and Objectives 

  The project is intended to create a pan-European platform for the 
collection, analysis and dissemination of open source information 

  The platform will integrate different methods and technologies and 
ensure greater interoperability among information and technology 
providers 

  The platform will provide EU actors with real-time OSINT 
aggregation as well as text mining, early warning and decision 
support tools 

  The EUROSINT Forum will organize 20 working groups with end-
users (public authorities) to gather and evaluate project 
requirements, to validate the demonstrator 
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VIRTUOSO – End-Users Advisory Board 
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Next activities 

  Brainstorming meeting : EUROSINT Forum’s participation to the 
FP7 call 3 (to be published by end of July 2009) 

  Technology Gaps WG: An interactive journey into the future of 
OSINT, Vienna, 3-4 September 2009 (hosted by the Austrian 
Military) 

  Training and Best Practices WG (exact timing to be confirmed) 
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Thank You! 

www.eurosint.eu 

Our mission is to create a European “intelligence ecology” that is 
dedicated to provoking thought on open source intelligence (OSINT) 

and its use in the intelligence and security spheres by public and 
private sector organisations 

Caroline Calvez 
Board member and Secretary 

EUROSINT Forum 
Boulevard Charlemagne, 42 

1000 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel +32 2 646 70 43 

carolinecalvez@eurosint.eu 
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